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“ FEAR NOT ; FOR BEHOLD,I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE.” 
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VOL. I. 


CONTROVERSIAL. 
Answer to an ** Inquirer after Truth.” 
( Concluded.) 


Our correspondent has taken it for granted, that 
the misconstructions which an unbelieving world 
have erroneously palmed upon the Scriptures, are 
taught ia the Scriptures ; and taking this false data 
for the ground of his objections, he proceeded to find 
fult at a round rate,and concluded with the declara- 
‘ion, “ Therefore, it is not the work of God.” We 
ask, wherefore ? Now, it is imperiously the duty ol 
our correspondent, first, to pruve his premises, then, 
his “ therefore,” would come in with a good grace,and 
not till then! We shall examine these objections, in 
the order in which our correspondent has arrayed 
them; and prove, that they have no more bearing on 
the question,than they have on the present dispute in 
England, between the King and Queen. Relative to 
our correspondent’s remark,of the men who compos- 
ed the councils at Nice and Laodicea, that, they be- 
ing weak and wicked, he could not swallow down their 
decisions as the word of God, &c., we not only 
eoneur with him, but advise him never to swallow 
the decisions of any men, however good, as the 
word of God. God is worthy of credit, indepen- 
dent of the testimony, or countenance of any man, 
or number of men, whether they are weak or strong, 
wicked or good. Our correspondent says, “ The 
Old Testament tells us, that God created the hea- 


NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, AUGUST 26, 1820. 





vens and the earth, and every thing therein, in six 
days. Now, as the elernal salvation of men is of | 
much greater importance than this creation, and as 
that salvation depends, as the New Testameut tells! 
us, on man’s knowledge of, and belief in Jesus 
Christ, it necessarily follows, from our belief in| 
the goodness and justice of God, and our knowledge | 
of his Almighty power and wisdom, as demonstrat: | 
ed in the creation, that all this, if true, would be 
made known to all pasts of the world in as little time, | 
at least, as was employed in making the world,” &c. 


It is evident, that the idea our correspondent one 


toconvey, is, that the salvation of man depends on 
his knowledge and belief, &c., in this life. Now, the| 
New Testaient tells us no such thing,—we repeat 
it.—there is no such doctrine taught in the New| 
‘Testament. And we take our correspondent on his| 
own ground, and we will prove, that this knowledge 
will be made known, not in as “ littl time,” but in 
less time, “than was employed in the creation of 
jnanimate matter.” This done, and our cerrespon- 
dent’s objections, all of them en mass, are gone! 
We believe this must satisfy him,—for if he rejects 
the Seriptures on account of their injustice and 
inreasonableness, in not providing a salvation com- 
mensurate with the importance which the necessity 
of the oceasion demands, and we prove from those 
very Scriptures, that those very Scriptures have 
provided a salvation, &e., our correspondent is 
hound, as an honest and consistent man, to believe 
the Scriptures, when he sees that they contain the 
very evidence, which he himself has defined te be 
necessary, and conglusive. Our correspondent 
says, sir days were employed in creating inanimate 
matter, &e. The Seriptures declare, that mankind 
died in Adam their earthly head, and died in a, or 
the,or oneday. Isaiah 34th chap. Ist, to 5th verses 
inclusive, contains a prophecy, relative to the salva- 
tion of all men, in ONE DAY, and it is the day of 
vengeance. The earth,—all nations and people,— 
the world, and all that come forth of it, are called 
upon to hear,—hear what? dns. that the tndignation 
of the Lord is upon all those who are called upon,— 
God hath destroyed them ALL,—the WHOLE,— 
when was this done? Ans. when the “ sword of the 
Lerd was bathed in heaven,—when Christ the Lamb 





was slain on Calvary! This was theone day of 
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salvation. The prophet David testified, saying, sense, has the salvation of the soul to do with the 
“Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy pow- formation of the body? There is a strange absurdity 
er.” And Isaiah testified, saying,” All thy children involved in our correspondent’s hypothesis. He 
shall be taught of God.” Again, “ The Lord hath complains, first, “ That God paid greater regard to 
made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the na- the creation of inanimate matter, than to the salya- 
tions; and all the ends of the earth shall see the} tion of the souls of millions,—Second, that it took 
salvation of our God!” Again, “ And in this moun- | forty times longer to make only ONE of these innu- 
tain,”—what mountain? 4ns. CALVARY,—* shall; merable millions of souls, a body, than it took to 
the Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat; make the world or inanimate matter! If there is not 
things, &e. And he will destroy in this mountain,” — | the grossest and most palpable contradiction, both 
Calvary,—* the face of the covering cast over a//| expressed and implied, in these our correspondent’s 
people, and the veil spread over all natiens. He will! premises and objections, which can be found in the 
swallow up death in victory; and the Lord God} whole creation, we acknowledge ourselves ignorant 
will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the} of the meaning of words altogether. God surely 
rebuke of his people shall be taken away from off] would value his work according to its importance ; 
all the earth ; forthe Lord hath spoken tu And it!and we cannet suppose, that the Deity would con- 
shall be said in that day,”—what day? .4ns. The| sider of less value than inanimate matter, that soul, 
day of the salvation of our God, * Lo, this is our| the body, or case to contain which, took forty times 
God, we have waited for him, and he will save us:jas long to make, as it did to make inanimate 
this is the Lord; we have waited for him, we will| matter! 
be glad, and rejoice in his salvation.” These are| Our correspondent observes, “ Thirdly, Christ, as 
not the decisions of weak and wicked men. They | Luke asserts, was thirty years old before he began 
are prophetic testimonies, which God communicat-|his mission; millions of souls died in the mean 
ed by his prophets to the world. Here are no con-| time, without knowing it.” We ask, without know- 
ditions,—no six days spent in saving,—but a day of |ing what ? Did they not know that Christ had be- 
salvation, when all,—every one,—shall believe, re-| gan his mission ? + rewstin all who died previous to 
joice and live! All these prophecies pointed to Jesus | the birth of Christ, had lived at the time Christ be- 
Christ, whose arm brought salvation, and who de- {gan his mission, and believed that Christ had began 
clared, * And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will | his mission, would this save them? What kind of a 
draw all men unto me.” He was lifted up, drew | mission did Christ begin? And was he able to efleet 
all unto him, and saved them with an everlasting | his purpose? These are questions which must be 
salvation. This is the truth to be believed. It is| understood, before a person can believe any thin 
worthy of God, good news to man, and worthy the | satisfactory about it,—and we think they shoul 
acceptance a «' gratitude of every intelligent crea-| likewise be understood by those, who would under- 
ture. It therefore follows, that the enjoyment of this|take to discredit, or undervalue this mission. We 
salvation depends upon man’s believing it,—the sal-| appeal, even to our correspondent, whether in his 
vation itself has nothing to do with his belief opinion, he would rationally expeet to obtain advice 
Our co: tcspondent expresses an idea,that it would | from a man, relative to any question or science, with 
be offering an insult to Deity, to suppose that he | which the adviser was himself profoundly ignorant ? 
would pay a greater regard to inanimate matter,)No! And for a man to undertake to disprove that, 
than he would to the salvation of innumerable|of which he knows nothing, is equally absurd and 
millions of souls thathe had made. Where our|impossible. Christ was himself under the best 
correspondent procured this notion, we know not :| advantage to know the object of his mission. And 
but, we do know, that the very Scriptures he con-| presuming this to be the case, we shall examine his 
siders as unworthy of God, so far from advocating| account of the matter, and the reader can judge for 
a doctrine of this kind, contain the reverse,—in fact,| himself, of its nature, and the probability of its 
all that our correspondent regards as good, is found | effecting anything And we observe, that we have 
in the Seriptures, and a great deal more; and he|no authority for believing that a part, or any thing 
must find another origin for his inconsistencies and | short of the whole for which he came being accom- 
absurdities, than the Bible. Our correspondent | plished,—we must believe he did accomplish the 
taking it for granted, we presume, that all he had/ object of his mission, or he did not,—there is no 
said was correct, says, “ Now observe how the pro- | half doing the work. Christ declared, “ Leame, not 
mulgation of this salvation, by a knowledge of, and |to judge, but to sare the world!” Did he come in 
belief in Jesus Christ, went on, compared with the! vain? If the world is vot saved he did'—for he did 
work of creation. Our correspondent must excuse |not come to save a part, but the whole, and if he 
us for saying, that his view of this subject, however |failed in’ accomplishing his purpose, ALL IS 
it may add to the character of a Deist in point of LOST! Salvation is a term rendered obsolete for 
wisdom, would be very derogatory to the reputa-jever! And damnation, destruction and misery, 
tion of any man, who made the least possible pre-| alone compose, and occupy our vocabulary. Man- 
tension to the slightest knowledge of the Seriptures./ kind are saved, or they are not saved ;—if saved, all 
Now observe! Observe what? Observe the con-|the powers of earth and hell cannot trouble their 
trast between the saving the soul, and making the! eternal peace, —if not saved,—all the preaching and 
world. We believe, that if our correspondent had | prating, and groaning, and whining, of all the Hypo- 
searched the Scriptures, he would. have found, that | crites, Pharisees, and Devotees, in creation, would 
man was placed at the head of creation, and that not save one soul! What! Did Christ attempt to 
inanimate matter, if it received importance from the | save, and fail? And shall you, ye impotent and igno- 
manner or length of time in its creation, it owes in a j rant, ye vile and abominable,—will you attempt the 
great measure all of it to man, for whose use and attaining an object, which the Son of the living God 
service it was created. We are not among those,/could not preeure? Your ignorance or vantly, or 
who believe that man was created for the earth.) both united, is insufferable; you deserve to be held up 
We believe rather, that the earth was created for) te the whole world in derision,and your principles te 
man. Our correspondent’s remark, relative to the |the seorn and contempt of all the sober, honest and 
time which transpired in generation, &e., and the [rational part of creation! What, we again ask, was 
conclusion which he attempts to drag from his pre~|the mission of Christ? And does the knowledge, 
mises, is weaker and more puerile than can easily be |that Christ came on a mission SAVE the world, 
expressed. It betrays the most astonishing igno- | or pe man, or any number of men ? Is this the way 
rance of the gospel. What in the name of common /of salvation? Was a man drowning in the middle 
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of the Hudson, and were he intormed by a person 
at a distance, that his neighbour was coming in a 
boat to bis relief, would this knowledge save him 
from drowning ? Or would his neighbour save him ’ 
If the man’s faith or belief, that his neighbour weuld 
gave him, would prevent his drowning,and assist him 
to the shore, his neighbour might go abeut his busi- 
ness, and take no trouble about the man. Again, are 
markind saved by dying a temporal death, or are 
they saved by being preserved from temporal 
death ? What has the death of the body to do with 
the salvation of the soul? Surely nothing. All 
mankind die a temporal death. Clhinst died, not to 
save the body from death, but to reunite the soul to 
God its Father, and restore that image, which was 
lost by transgretsion. It is Christ, the Head, united 
to mankind universally, the members, who effects 
this salvation; and whether these souls are joined 
to, and in a mortal body, or out of this body, can 
neither help, nor hinder. Christ is the Saviour! 
Mankind are created anew in Christ; and if their 
belief, or unbelief, their knowledge or ignorance of 
this faet, effected their salvation in the least possible 
manner, it could not be said, Christ was the only 
Saviour; neither could it be said, that “ The blood 
of Jesus cleanseth from all sin,” if one sin remained, 
which could any way prevent or destroy the salva- 
tion of one soul! Therefore, all mailed might die 
ignorant of salvation, agreeably to the apostle’s 
declaration, “ For we must all be changed, in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye,—for this corrup- 
tion must (not may, or can, or might,) put on tneor- 
ruption; and this mortal, immortality; and then, 
(when? .dns. At the resurrection morning) shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written, O! Death, 
where is thy sting? O! Grave, where is thy victory? 
The sting of death is sin,—and the strength of sin 
is the law, but, (but what? mark well what follows.) 
thanks be to God, who GIVETH us the VICTO 

RY, through JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD!” 
Yes, we repeat it, mankind might all be ignorant of 
this glorious truth, in this life, and it could not effect 
their future welfare, for it is God, who giveth us the 
victory, through Christ our Lord.” Not our faith, 
or works, or both united. 

Our correspondent’s fourth declaration, weuld, we 
think, have been entitled to more credit, were it 
based on better evidence than his single affirmation ; 
and the inferences which he would deduce from it, 
would not lose any thing in their weight or impor- 
tance, if he could prove from nature, reason, or 
revelation, that the salvation of mankind depended 
on the book called the New Testament being com- 
piled, &e. If this was the facet, it would be the 
compiler and book-binder who would save the 
world! And we doubt, whether our correspondent, 
with all his faith, would be willing to adwoit this as 
truth. 

Our correspondent's fifth, and last declaration, is 
certainly a very conclusive argument, but fortu- 
nately, it is agaist himself. We say, fortunately 
for we think the sooner he is divested of his errors 
the better; and it must be a gratification to him, to 
know, that he is not altogether indebted to others 
for this favour, but contributed in a great measure 
toward it himself. It was, says our correspondent, 
“about a thousand years after that, (three hundred 
years after the apostles.) before it could be cireulat- 
ed ; because, neither Jesus, nor bis apostles, had 
knowledge of, or were inspired with the art of 
printing; and consequently, as the means for mak- 
ing it universally known ,did vot exist, the means 
were not equal to the end ; and therefore, it is not the 
work of God!” We ask our correspondent, where 
he obtained the knowledge of the fact, that Jesus 
had no knowledge of the art of printing? Did the 
knowledge of the ert of printing come by inspira- 
tion from God? This is strange languege for a Deist. 
Is it more difficult to print a bowk, than to restore 
sight to the blind, feet to the lame, and to give life to 
the dead? Could not he, who commanded the storm 
to cease, and was obeyed; could not he print a 
book, or conceive and plan the means by which it 
could be done ? Was he ignorant of the future, he 
who foreteld the destruction ef Jerusalem in the 
most minute respects, was he inferior to the man 
who first printed a boek? The end which our cor- 
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respondent speaks of, he has explained to be the 


salvation of mankind; which he says, the New| 


Testament tells us, depends on man’s knowledge 
of, and belief in Jesus, according to our correspon- 
dent’s hypothesis in thts life, &e This is the end, 
the means to accomplish this end, he declares, is the 
compiling, publishing, or printing and distributing 
the Secriptures,—and as this mean was not universal, 
the effect could not be universal, &c. Our corres- 
pondent, we presume, believes that nature teaches 
man, and that nature is sufficient. Now, it is evi- 
dent, that the cause, however universal it may be, 
does not produce an universal effect ; for it would be 
absurd, to say, that one cause will produce effects, 
varied in their kind to that degree, as almost to 
exceed the powers of reason to enumerate, arrange, 
class, and define them. Does nature teach one 
nation that the sun is the Deity? Another, that a log 
of wood is the Supreme Being? And athird, that a 
quantity of gold and silver made in the shape of a 
man, er some other animal, is the Governor of the 
universe ? Is one nation taught, that there are two 
God's or great Rulers of all things, one good, and 
the other bad, and that they must court the favour 
of the good, and deprecate the anger of the bad? 
And another taught, that an or is the Maker and 
upholder of all things? Is it not evident, that nature 
is very unequal to the end? and therefore, that na- 
ture cannot be the work of God, nor the means 
which is absolutely necessary to procure the end, 
and of consequence not the source from which man 
is, or can be instructed? Will our correspondent 
resume to deny the deductions which procced 
bees, and flow from his own premises’? And if he 
denies that nature can inform man, and we believe 
he must do this to preserve the least possible ap- 
pearance of consistency, and likewise deny that the 
Scriptures can inform man,—we ask him, where 
then can man get information? It is conceded that 
information is necessary, and more than conceded ; 
and there never was a Deist who ever pretended 
that man was possessed, or in any manner gifted 
with infuition—where we again ask, is information 
to come from? Is there any man now in possession 
of information? If so, where did he obtain it? 
Ransack and examine ancient history, and one fact 
is evident, nature never taught man his d-stination, 
or origin. This eannot be controverted. The Serip- 
tures, according to our eorrespondent, cannot,—and 
his evidence of this, his assumed fact, proves, that 
nature cannot,—and no man in possession of his 
senses ever would suppose even for a moment, that 
man had a power or faculty of intuitien,—it then 
inevitably follows, if these premises are all true, 
that manknows nothing! Infidelity, or Deism, there- 
fore,jeads directly and inevitably to downright Athe- 
ism! And Atheism, to a denial of consciousness, 
life, certainty, substance, and even the existence of 
mutter itself.—and sweeps with the besom of annihi- 
lation the UNIVERSE TO NOTHING!!! Is it 
possible that rational beings will give ear for a mo- 
ment to such abominable principles’ Is there no 
Cistinetion existing between man, aud the stones un- 
der his feet? Can our correspondent look at his 
principles and their deductions, without HORROR! 
This accursed antiphilological delusion, if heeded, 
would blast every social feeling, and bury creation in 
the grave of the blackest, the most tremendous 
despair. 

We hope our correspondent will see the deduc- 
tions which must, not may flow from these premi- 
ses, and acknowledge that the premises are wrong. 
We think it probable, that he would not have intro- 
duced these premises as founded upen the Serip- 
tures, had ffe been conversant with the Serip- 
tures, and taken counsel of them, instead of the ab- 
surd misconstructions which men have put upon 
them. Were the common orthodox doctrine of 
saving faith in the creature true, ninety-nine out of 
an hundred of all the race of Adam, would be damn- 
ed with endless misery. And our correspondent 
has made this error, the foundation of all his objec- 
tions to the Scriptures; and if the first is true, his 
objections are in order and substantiated ; but the 
doctrine of the faith of the creature being essential 
to his Salvation in this life, is 2 delusion of the de- 
vil, and no where to be found in the Scriptures of 


God. Ged has revealed to man by his prophets, 
and by his Son Jesus Christ, and his apostles, a 
knowledge of his purposes of grace to fallen man - 
and this revelation, if believed in this life, gives a 
foretaste of the joys which proceed from the 
knowledge of the Salvation of God. God has com. 
municated to men the knowledge, that he is their 
Father, and that they shall come and Worship be- 
fore him. And there are those, who from Spiritual! 
pride, and unbelief in the goodness of God, deny 
these truths ; and contend, that God only loves a 
part of mankind, and will save only a part ; and the 
remainder are either decreed to endless misery, or 
that God will make them miserable on account of 
their sins, and save those, whe are no better, except 
in their own estimation. P 

The numerous calls of our correspondents, oblige: 
us to close Our remarks abruptly. The Sincere in 
quirer after Truth is requested, not to apply our re. 
marks en the general, corrupt, and abominable 
tendency of Deism to his own person. It is not the 
man,—but the principle, that we war against. Fy; 
we know, that our correspondent is a member with 
us of the body of Christ,—we know, that he wili 
bow the knee to Jesus, and acknowledge him fo; 
his Lord, to the glory of God our Father, to whom 
be ascribed dominion and power, for ever' 

AMEN. 
—— oa 
“Inswer to Mary. 
( Concluded.) 


Our Correspondent next directs us, to the 10th 
chap. of the Acts, 34th and $5th verses. “ Then 
Peter opened his mouth, and said, of a truth I per- 
ceive that Ged is no respecter of persons; but in every 
nation, he that feareth him and worketh righteous- 
ness, is accepted with him.” This chap. explains 
the declaration of Peter. God communicated to 
Peter a vision of a great sheet knit at the four cor- 
ners, that nothing contained should fall out, whic) 
sheet was represented as containing “all manner 
of four footed beasts of the earth, and wild beasts. 
and creeping things, and fowls of the air.” Pete; 
was a Jew, and supposed that the Jews alone were 
accepted ef Ged; and this vision of the sheet was 
intended to correct his error. For Peter was 
wrong! He was completely ignorant of God's de- 
sign towards a fallen world. And it appears, froin 
the context, that Peter had not even then a clear 
view of the purpose of God, according to our cor- 
respondent’s understanding of his declaration to 
Cornelius,—the sheet was let down from heaven, 
and contained, according to the law of Moses, un- 
clean beasts and reptiles; and Peter himself pro- 
nounced them unclean, and was told by God that 
he had cleansed them, not that they had cleansed 
themselves; not that they had fulfilled certain con- 
ditions! And these unclean things were uncondition 
ally received into heaven. Unelean to the eye of 
Peter, but accepted of God for Christ’s sake. “ The 
blood of Jesus cleanseth from ail sin.” Now, if Pe- 
ter really told Cornelius, that God only accepted 
those who performed certain conditions, which con- 
ditions were their righteous works, we think he re- 
ceived but little instruction from his vision. Peter, 
declares, in the 43d verse, “ Whosoever believeth in 
him shall receive remission of sins.” Surely Pete: 
would not contradict himself in the same chapter. 
And we never supposed that any man ever did, or 
ever will have remission of his sins, EXCEPT he 
BELIEVETH in Jesus Christ. It is impessible 
to be otherwise. Now, where is the condition ? 
The condition of salvation, is nothing more, nor 
less, than, to use the words of the prophet, “to 
take the cup of salvation,” for itis freely offered, 
“ without money, and without price.” If there was 
a priee affixed, it would be conditional, but not with- 
out. Our attention is next directed to the 16th 
chap. 3ist verse. “ And they said, Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt he saved, 
and thy house.” This was the answer of Paul and 
Silas, to the keeper of the prison, who asked them, 
saying, “ Sirs, what must I DO to be saved.” 
Mark well the question, and the answer. “ What 
must I do? Now we ask,—did Paul and Silas teli 





him to do any thing? No, they did not! they told 











him to believe the work was done! For it would be 
4 gross absurdity, to suppose that his believing that 
Christ was his Savieur, could make him so—if this 
were the case, the man would save himself! The 
man was already saved, by the blood of Christ, who 
“ was delivered for his offences” —and the man was 
already justified, by the resurrection of Christ, for 
“he rose for his justification”’—and the maf was 
told to believe the truth, for if Christ was not his 
Saviour before he believed it, he was called upon 
to believe a LIE! But the man was saved, and did 
not know it, and when he believed it, he likewise 
believed that his family were also saved. Pau! and 
Silas told him, “ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” What 
kind of doctrine is this? Will my believing save my 
children ? No! but if I believe the Lord Jesus Christ 
is the Saviour of the world, of all men—I know 
that my house is saved! The next and last passage, 
which our correspondent directs our attention to, 
fills us with wonder and astonishment too big for 
utterance.—Reader,it is the 55th chap.of Isaiah, and 
the Ist verse. “HO!—Every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters,—and he that hath NO 
MONEY! !!—come ye,—buy and eat,—yea, come, 
buy wine and milk, without money and without 
price!” Would to heaven we could find words to 
express half our astonishment,— W hat!—they who 
have no money, they perform, conditions? it must 
be the blackness and darkness of unbelief, which can 
charge God with deception litre. We entreat our 
correspondent to read with the utmost,—with the 
greatest possible attention, this chap. of Salvation ; 
and may God, who alone can save, enlighten her 
understanding, and convince her, that “ He is in 
Christ recenciling the WORLD unto himself, not 
imputing their irespasses unto them.” And that all 
who believe this truth, are justified from all things ; 
“ for there is no other name under heaven given a- 
mong men, whereby we can be saved, but the name 
of JESUS! 
—>—— 
COMMUNICATIONS, 


For the Gospel Herald. 


ANSWER TO THE SINCERE FNQUIRER AFTER 
TRUTH. 


Iam pleased when I discover a sincere inquirer 
after truth. What is truth? Though there are 
ee truths, natural and spiritual, yet that which is 
emphatically called truth, is God. Where is saving 
truth, or where is God to be found? Ans. Within, 
and not without us. For the Lord is light, and he 
4 enlighteneth every man that cometh into -the 
world.” He is not the sun of the natural world, 
which natural men, such as the Incas and the an- 
cients worshipped, but he is the Spiritual Sun, that 
is said by John to “ enlighten every man that com- 
eth into the world” This light he says, is the word 
of God, which Paul declares, to be nigh, in the 
heart,” and not afar off, and preached in,or to every 
creature; and, says he, “ have they not heard? Yes, 
verily.” 

This Sincere Inquirer after that truth, which is 
God, (the greatest good.) is, therefore, advised, to 
turn his attention inwardly, to this light in his own 
conscience, which may be seen,illuminating and 
showing men their dark and wicked hearts before 
purification, when their minds are by grace, turned 
from temporary and worldly things, to eternal and 
heavenly considerations. This light, is not only call- 
ed the word, but witness of God. “If we believe 
the witness of men, the witness of God is greater.” 
Holy men, had, and have this witness, which is 
sometimes called “ The candle or lamp of the 
Lord.” This candle in the wiéked, is said to be 
often extinguished or hid, consequently, it is often 
relighted or renewed. If the inquirers after God and 
truth, would know, and “ acquaint themselves with 
God, and be at peace” in him, they must believe 
and obey the light, and walk in it, that they may 
be regenerated by the power of the light, and be- 
come the children of God, and joint heirs with Je- 
sus Christ, the sent of God. This light says John, 
is Christ the Lord, who assumed flesh, and he is the 
only Saviour: and Jehovab has said, there is no 








THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


other Saviour besides me. Immanuel is God with- 
in his saints; and, therefore, John said to such, 
“ Greater is he (God) thatis in you, than he (Satan) 
that is in the world.” For, says John, “ We know 
that we are of God,” and the whole world lieth in 
wickedness. John knew that he was of God, for he 
had the witness, or Immanuel, within, testifying it. 
He that rules the world, or children of disobedience, 
is Satan. As Christ within, is said to be “ the hope 
of glory,” and as we are commanded to believe and 
walk in the light, (that is to believe in the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, and keep his commandments spoken by 
his Spirit to the churches ;) so it is evident that Jesus 
Christ is the light, grace and power of God, is the 
way, the truth and the life, and how no man can 
come unto the Father, but by his Son, the light o! | 
Salvation. Every inquirer, who desires te know the 
truth of these things, and of the Scriptures written 
by the inspiration of truth, should first seek, wait 
for, unite with, and experience the saving operation 
of this power, wisdom and goodness of God, to be 
found within themselves, and they should also pe- 
ruse Wm. Lewis’s address to the clergy, Barclay’s 
apology for the true Christian Divinity, life of Jane 

rdon, and especially, that excellent work of Go- 
vernor William Penn, called the Christian Quaker. 

This short answer, obviates the objections of the 
Inquirer after Truth; and I hope it will be more 
satisfactory, than the Editor’s outward manner of 
proving the truth of the Scriptures, and the Divinity 
of Jesus Christ * Thus we see, that whatsoever is 
known of God, is manifested within. The Inquirer 
pertinently ebserves, “ That as he salvation of men, 
is of much greater importance than this creation,and 
as salvation depends, as the New Testament tells 
us, on man’s knowledge of the Almighty’s power 
and wisdom; all this, if true, would be made known 
to all parts of the world, in as little time, at least, as 
was employed in making the world.” I verily 
think so too. As the light shines, and always has 
shone, (unless hid behind the clouds of our sins,) 
his observations with regard to the flesh, which the 
light once assumed at the end of an outward and 
typical dispensation, is irrelevant to the real light ; 
though relevant to the type of it, which is the flesh 
made under the oneal covenant, which came to 
end a shadowy dispensation and its sins, and to turn 
from it to the light of God, called by Isaiah, the 
new covenant, which isin every man’s conscience. 
This is the seed of the kingdom, the seed Christ, 
the Day Star, or the Sun of Righteousness that will 
arise in the hearts of those, who open the door of 
their affections to its regenerating power, and are 
passive under its influence. 

THEOPHILUS. 

P. S. The Sincere Inquirer after Truth, is in a 
much better condition, than the proud hypocrite, 
boasting Pharisee, or persecuting bigot ; aud I have 
no doubt, if he seeks the truth humbly, patiently, 
and perseveringly, he will find it satisfactorily, and 
in the proper time before he goes hence, to be seen 
of men no more. I wish to encourage him to seek 
the Lord where he may be found, and where he 
manifests himself; for a portion of his Spirit is 
given to every man to profit him, to teach, counsel, 
guide, command, save and defend. No Bible, creed, 
or church, should be so trusted, believed,or depend- 
edupon. As every good thought and desire is from 
the Holy Spirit of God, every evil thought and 
desire is from an opposing spirit, called Satan; there- 
fore, if we adhere to and obey the good, and depart 
from the evil, [ doubt not we shall find the Scrip- 
tures to be true in our own experience, which is a 
thousand times better, than all the testimonies of 
holy men or their books. But the outward witness 
of these, strengthens the testimony of the Spirit. 

REMARKS. 
It would appear from reading the above, that the 
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And, Theophilus, it appears, is very cager for the 
purchase. For ourselves, instead of baiting bim 
with a contrast ; and giving him the preference to 
others, we candidly tell him, as the ghosts were 
told, who presented themselves to be ferried across 
the River Styx, that, unless he strips to the buff, not 
only of all the rubbish which he pf niete had, but 
every thing of the kind which he has received from 
Theophilus, by way of payment to induce him to 
join his party,“ our beat” will not accommodate him. 
“ Filthy rags,” would sink himina moment. Wm. 
Lewis's address, Barclay’s apology, the life of Jane 
Gordon, and Governor Pena’s works,” would take 
up as much room as half a dozen Bibles, and being 
useless for ballast, on account of their lightness, they 
would of necessity be thrown overeat. Theophi- 
lus advises the Inquirer after Truth, to look in upon 
himself, for he has got the light io himself, &c. 
“Holy men had, and have this wiiness, which is 
sometimes called the candle or lamp of the Lord. 
This candle in the wicked is said to be often extin- 
guished, &c.” Our correspondent likewise says, 
that this light is God, Christ, Immahuel, the Saviour, 
and, strange to tell, God, or Christ, is in every man! 
If our correspondent had produced something better 
for proof, than his own declaration, we think he 
would have stood a better chance of catching his 
proselyte. ‘Theophilus says, he that rules the world, 
or children of disobedience, is Satan. We wonder 
if Theophilus would acknowledge, that God and 
the deol ore in the same persons ? Theophilus says, 
“ As Christ within is said to be the hope of glory,” 
&e. We should like to know who made this 
declaration. Theophilus says, “ Jesus Christ is the 
way, the truth and the life.” And that “ No man 
can come unto the Father but by his Son.” After 
reading this, we were a little surprised, so soon to 
find Theophilus advising a differentway. What! is 
God truth, the Scriptures truth, and Christ the only 
way, &c., and under these circumstances advise a 
man, first, to seek within himself,—second, peruse 
Lewis, Barclay, Gordon, and Penn, &c. Is a man’s 
ownself, and benny Barclay, &e., the way? Or is 
Christ the way? The apostle advises, him that 
lacketh wisdom to ask of God?” &e. Theophilus in 
his P. S. says, “I wish to encourage him to seek 
the Lord where he may be found, and where he 
manifests himself.” We ask, where is that? Is it in 
the corrupt heart of the sinner? [n that heart, whieh 
the Scriptures declare, “ Is deceitful above all things 
and desperately wicked ? Is it in the works of Bar- 
clay, Lewis, Gordon and Penn? Or is itin the 
Scriptures, which the apostle declares, “ Are able to 
make us wise unto salvation? Is it not passing 
strange, that Theophilus, should acknowledge, that 
“No man can come unto the Father but by his 
Son” Jesus Christ, and immediately tel! of a num- 
ber of other weys? "Lhevphilus says, “ This short 
answer obviates the oljections of the Inquirer 
after Trath; and I hope it wil! be more satisfactory 
than the [Editor's outward manner of proving the 
truth of the Seriptures, and the Divinity of Jesus 
Christ.” Ard adds, “ Thus we see, that whatso- 
ever is knewn of Cod, is manifested within.” And 
we add, thus we see, that if this is all that is taught 
within, it is very little; ana that very little, very 
incorrect, and very inconsistent. ‘heophilus, we 
must confess, possesses one advantage, to which we 
lay no claims in this covtroversy. He is much 
the same with the Deist in seutin.ent: and bas much 
less to contend with tou make his system harmonize. 
He, and the Deist, already think: alike in more than 
one respect ; but we are rather suspicious, that the 
D. ist will not very readily allow all Theophilus’s 
claims; and will of the two, give heed to the 
Scriptures, when he sees their consistency, instead of 
believing a revel. ion, which, according to Theephi- 
lus, is revealed (o every man, and not one out of a 





Sincere Inquirer after Truth was “ up for a market” 


* Quere. Would not Theophilus have beew a little 
more candid, had he waited and seen our answer | 
before pad io nr He had not seen one half of our an 
swer ; and that part relating to the Divinity of Christ, | 
was not published when we received Theophilus's com- 
munication. He hadseen the 17th Number only; it is 
the 18th, which contains our remarks on the Diviniy of 
Christ, and was not then printed !!! 








thousand of all mankind, that Lave ever known any 


know the most, they cannot talk, or write, five 
minutes, without contradicting themselves, 

To conclude. We ask Theophilus, where he 
obtained his authority for caling Christ,the fesh:and 
describing him as made under the outward covenant, 
to end a shadowy dispensation? Aod to deseribe 
the new covenant, which Isaiah speaks of, to he 


i about it; and even of those, who pretend to 
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nothing more than a light in every man’s conscience; | of the Spirit --Why does St. James say, “ As the 
and to declare, that this is the seed of the kingdom, | body without the soul, or spirit, is dead ; so faith 
and that this seed is Christ? &e without works, is dead also ?’—I quote from me- 
We think the public have a right to expect proofot mory. wo 
these bold declarations ; and we assure our readers,| 4th.—If man was made a free-agent, if since 
that with the exception of Barclay’s apology, or some | his fall, he is restored to free-agency, how, and by 
modern effusion of the kind, which has emerged! what power or grace is he restored to it /—Is it by 
from the disturbed imagination of some visionary, the immediate gift, power, and grace of the Spirit 
no book can be found, which will countenance such|of God ? and is not this the talent, talents, gospel, 


impious, absurd, and ridiculous premises and con-| word, &c. 
clusions! 
a oe 


For the Gospel Herald. 


Being a reader of the Gospel Herald, I think it) 
may be proper to present the subsequent inte rroga- 
tions, that certain impediments to my belief in 
the Editor’s doctrine of the “ salvation of all men, 
especially of those who believe,”* may be removed. | 
For unless such interrogations are satisfactorily illu- 
cidated, and the objections removed, land many oth- 
ers cannot believe in the doctrine that Jesus Christ 
saved all men ahout 1800 years ago, so completely, 
that a second salvation, by a birth of Jesus Christ 
in every individual is unnecessary.—For I read,—! 
“ye must be born again,” be born of the Spirit ;| 
be begotten of the word, Logos:—be created anew 
in Christ Jesus :—be baptised with the washing of 
regeneration, &c. 

The Editor pleads, that none are saints, by quo-' 


ting certain texts, which assert that the whole w orld) 


is wicked, and that none is good: no, not one, &e.) 


I grant this ;—as to the world :—but Christ Jesus; 
told his disciples, that they were not of the world, or! « Johny also d 
the world would love them ; but because they were | tified, that “ 
not of the world, the world would persecute them, | 59. 


&e.—And I accordingly, believe, that there is as/ Editor, “ 


much difference between the sons of men, and the 
sons of God, (see Gen. VI. 2) as between the children 
of light and the children of darkness; between the 
good and bad ;—-the saint and sinner, as there is be- 
tween while and black. 

The Ist interrogatory, therefore, is, “ If all men are 
saved, because they were saved 1800 years ago, 
lacking about 15 years, and Jesus came to save 
men from, and not in their sins, as the Editor has 
remarked,—why are notall now righteous, good and 
holy ?—yet the Editor contradicts this idea of holi- 
ness. ow could we be baptised, crucified, dead, 
born again, and raised with Jesus Christ, before we 
existed ? yet this appears the Editor’s credence : and 
if so, they, baptism, the cross, new birth, &c. need 
no repetition. 

2d.—In Mat. V. 48—1 Pet. 1. 15, and Lev. XI. 
44, 45, God commanded, be holy, be perfect, as he 
was holy and perfect.—Did God command possi- 
bilities or impossibilities >—If the latter, was he not 
unjust and tyrannical ?—and might we pot justly ac- 
cuse him of expecting to reap where he has not 
sown, or to gather where he has not strewed ?—See 
the parable of the talents. Butif he, when he gives 
a talent and command, affords ability to obey ; and 
Paul said, “God assisting him, he could do ail 
things,”—that is, I suppose, all things God com- 
manded him by his Spirit to execute; not that he 
could do any thing, and every thing, temporal and 
spiritual, good and bad:—for who could believe 
Paul could be such a good and bad being ? then it 
follows, that we can do whatsoever God commands 
us to do, by the immediate voice of his Spirit. Is 
this power of obedience effectual in this state, or 
only in a future disembodied state of the soul ? 


3d.—“ Obedience is said to be better than sacri-|-7), 


fice ; Sam. 15, 22: Obey the gospel, or expect the 
wrath o. God, Rom. 1, 19, Eph. v, 6: “ Trust in the 
Lord and do good,” Psalm 37,3, and the 18th chap. 
of Ezekiel, proves the necessity of righteous werks 
in God. s fruits of the Spirit mean works 


* 1. Of all men, by what God does wholly without 
man's co-operation, 2d, “especially of those that be- 
lieve,” and work out their own salvation with fear and 
trembling, co- ing with God, who worketh in them 
to will and do,— This last, if it is the new birth. is so es- 
sential, that without it, no salvation from sin can be ex- 

d. The Editor seems to lose sight of all but the 
pert of salvation. Iflat any time mistake bim, 





5th.—If Jesus Christ completely saved all men 
with an everlasting salvation about 1800 years ago, 
and the new birth was then in Christ, and need not 
be after the first one of the flesh; (for thus, I under- 
stand the Editor, in one of his arguments against 
Philotheus ;) then it follows, that all witheut con- 
dition are saved from their sins; and that death is 
the door to immortal, immediate, and atonion felici- 
ty.—In such a case, if all, or if any man fully be- 
lieved this doctrine,—I ask, what would prevent 
him, or them, from stealing, robbing, or murdering, 
to promote his, or their pleasures, increase his, or 
their riches, or advance his, or their glory >—To 
murder, would be good to the murdered, by send- 
ing them from this bad world to happiness. And 
the murderer might say—when my crimes bring 
me into trouble and misery, I will “my quietus 
make,” and enter heaven by self-murder.—-No 
murderer hath eternal life “ abiding in him.” He 
that loveth not his brother abideth in death.” IT was 
surprised and wondered, to see the Editor contro- 
vert this, and try to prove John a blasphemer, that 
gave the lie direct to the Holy Spirit :—because 
eclared, that the Holy Spirit hath tes- 
we have elernal life in his Son;” page 
Has not the murderer eternal life?” says the 
and is it not blasph« ming the Holy Spi- 
rit to deny this ?”—I think not :— because when it is 
said---“ we have eternal life in his Son,” it is the 
reverse of saying we are without eternal life,— 
ifnotin his Son; but we, here properly refers to 
those, not ef the world, agreeably to chap. V. 19.--- 
We know that we are of God: and the whole world 
lieth in wickedness” Those who are of God, are 
not of the world, or the world would love its own, 
and not persecute the birth of the Spirit of God 
inp. 62. the Editor says, “there is ne medium 
between good and evil.” Ifso, a man is good or 
evil, since “there is no neutrality.” If ail are 
saved, all are good. Allare not good: ergo, all are 
not saved.---Hoc est argumenium ad hominem 
Ail are not saved, because all are born a second 
time without sin to salvation. The first birth is in 
sin, 
6th.---Jesus Christ says, “If ye die in your sins, 
where Lam ye cannot come.” If we die in our sins 
implies, evidently, we may die sinners and in our 
sins; and that such cannot go to Christ, heaven 
and happines. Jf implies condition :---so that a 
man, as a free agent, may be born of God and not 
commit sin, 1. John, 39. or he may commit sin 
and be nota child of God, but of the devil. “ Who- 
soever doeth not righteousness is not of God ;” V. 
10.---If not of God ;—this proves that “ the head of 
every man is Christ,” means Christ is the head of 
every good man, and that he is the head only of his 
body the Church, which is defined to be the “ pil- 
lar and ground of truth."—Some men and wo- 
men are ef the Synagogue of Satan; is Christ the 
head of these unholy deceivers and liars ? No.--- 
Rellyans, therefore, wrest the meaning of the 
Scriptures to suit their carnal conceptious.---- 
ey suppose all are in Christ:—when none but 
the Holy are in this Holy Head. The unholy are in 
the unholy Spirit, Old Adam, Antichrist, or Satan. 
_ As Miletum has written the conditions of salva- 
tion, I wait to see them, and merely remark, that 
conditions seem attached to the side of man, when 
rendered by grace a free agent, id est, “ Do and 
live.” Phil. 2d and 12th, Mark XVI. 16th. But 
grace is wholly of mercy, and is attached wholly to 
God! and appears altogether unconditional as to 
the volition of God in granting grace—though condi- 
tional as to the creature’s receiving, and the 
grace or talents given.* The 18th chap. of Eze- 








be must correct me. 


* Who that reads the above, and is in possession of one 


kiel, proves conditions, and the necessity of good 
works and fruits. “ The tree is known by its fruit.” 
The fruits of God’s Spirit, Ephes. 5th chap. and 
22d verse. As to the creature that is through 
grace a free agent, | find conditions all through the 
Scriptures of Holy Inspiration. And I, therefore, 
suppose, the Editor must have reference, only to 
the first part of Salvation, and to God, who is under 
no condition, as to giving his grace, talent or talents. 
And who giveth to every one as he will. Wishing 
regeneration, as well as grace to all, I mean, the 
second, as well as the first part of salvation, I de- 
sire the Editor not to be displeased with the inter 
rogations of PHivotneus, 
Remarks. 

We ask, what illucidation does Philotheus ex- 
7 or what has he a right to demand, more than 
e has already received ? Philotheus refuses to be- 
lieve the oath of Jehovah, who has sworn by him. 
self, that in Christ all the families of the earth shall 
be blessed. This is not the Editor’s doctrine,---it 
is the doctrine of God! And Philotheus is at issue 
with his Maker. His interrogatories must be an- 
swered, or he will not believe. Are these interro- 
gatories the will of God or man? Are they contain- 
ed in the Scriptures, or were they generated in 
the head of the unbeliever ? Philotheus “ cannot 
believe that Jesus Christ saved all men 1800 years 
ago, so completely, that a second salvation by a 
birth of Jesus Christ tn every individual is unneces- 
sary. For l read, “Ye must be born again,” be 
born of the Spirit ; be begotten of the word— Logos, 
be created anew IN CHRIST JESUS, &e. Rea- 
der, Philotheus cannot believe that Christ has saved 
all men,—why ?—because a second salvation by a 
birth of Jesus Christ in every individual is necessa- 
ry; and to prove this, he says, he reads, “ Ye must 
be created anew in Christ, &c! Is it possible that 
Philotheus is so stupid, that he cannot see any dif- 
ference between é hrist’s being born or created 
anew in us, and our being created anew in him? Is 
Phiiotheus blind to the fact, that the declaration 
“created anew in Christ,” proves that mankind were 
in him before. at a period anterior to this time, 
this second creation in him? And is it not certain, 
that they lost their image of God, and that this new 
creation in Christ, who is the “ head of every man,” 
restores every man! In answer to the nole referred 
to in Philotheus’ first paragraph, we observe, that 
what to Philotheus ay pears to be the nea birth, &c. 
is, in fact, nothing more than a man’s coming to the 
knowledge of the truth, that he is “ created anew 
in Christ Jesus.” And a man who supposes that 
the holy desires, or any thing which he possesses, 
is an evidence of his being born again, or created a- 
new, to the exclusion of ene of the human race, is 
created a Pharisee! And we believe, the devil, and 

not Christ, is born in him. 

Philotheus, in his second paragraph, says ,that the 
world is wicked, &c. and proceeds to discriminate, 
&e. and we join him, and believe, there is as much 
difference, as between while and black comparative- 
ly speaking, for those of the world are going about 
to establish thetr own righteousness,—and those whe . 
have come to the light, trust in the righteousness of 
God. And they believe with Paul, thet the “ right- 
eousness of God without the law is manifested, be- 
ing witnessed by the law and the prophets. Even 
the righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ 
UNTO ALL, and upon all that believe,”—why ? 
“ for there is no difference.” Why? “ For all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God.” Quere. 
Does not Philotheus believe, that some of his white 
Christians have not come short? Philotheus is in- 
formed, that when Christ came to save the world,that 
there were none of his white sons to be found ; they 
were all black ! And we think it more than probable, 


half of bis mental faculties, can be deceived by so ab- 
surd and ridiculous a conclusion, drawn entire trom the 
head of Philotheus. What! An unconditional salvation 
conditional ? Is it possible to conceive of a condition, 
covenant, or agreement. binding on one party only ? It is 
time to be done with this ~— Logic ,—that the 
cause of a thing —and that which occasions the thing is 
different. Such reasoning, or rather ¢ common 
sense, might current for aught we know, among 








the Hottentots, but it will not do ia New-York. 
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chat many of our modern white folks, if they could 
look with an unprejudiced eye into the Scriptures, 
would fiod, that they are as black as their black neigh- 
pours! Quere. Suppose Philotheus were to compare 
his first and second paragraph tege ther; and com- 
pare both with the declarations of Christ, that be 
came to save the world,—the black world! And with 
Paul, that God loved the world, the black world ! 
Philotheus commences his third paragraph, by 
interrogating, “ If all men are saved, because they 
were saved 1800 years ago,lacking about 15 years,and 
Jesus came to save men from, and not in their sins, 
as the Editor has remarked,---why are not all now 
righteous, good and holy? yet the Editor contra- 
dicts this idea of holiness.” Should Philotheus 
ever send another communication for this paper, 
he must, to satisfy the Editor, and our readers, at 
jeast nine out of ten of them, answer the following 
question, without any evasion, How can the decla- 
rations of Christ and his apostle be truth,---namely, 
of Christ,that “* he came to do the will of the Father, 
to save the world,”---(not the white sons,) and fur- 
ther declared, “I have finished the work thou ga- 
vest me to do.”—How can these declarations be 
truth, except the world was savy ed by Christ when 
he came 1800 years ago, &c? And the apostle, see 
Colossians, 2d chap. 8th to the 13th verses inclu- 
sive—* Beware, lest any man spoil you through 
philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of 
men, after the rudiments of the world, and not alter 
Christ. For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily. Aad ye are compleie in him, which 
is the head of all principality and power :—in whom 
also ye are circumcised with the circumcision 
made without hands, in putting off the sins of the 
flesh, by the cireumeision ef Cirist: Buried with 
him in baptism, wherein also YE ARE RISEN 
WITH HIM, through the faith of the operation of 
God, who hath raised him from the dead. And 
you,” (who, we ask, did Paul mean? was it the 
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which his quotation is made, will justify him) would preveut him, or them, from stealing, robbing, 
in judging mankind, a part of them, to be black,| &c., and to make lis quietus, aod enter heaven, &c. 
and sinners, who are less holy than himsef? And|.dns. GRATITUDE to God, for the unmerited gift 
whether he thinks perfection consists in making|of his Son, to be the Saviour of a lost world, would 
distinctions and invidious comparisons ?—We re | prevent it!!! Aad “17” gratitude will not pro- 
commend to Philotheus, to read with attention, the! duce obedience and love to God, what will? Is 
whole, or at least, the last six verses of this chapter. | that mercenary wretch, whose soul is insensible to 
In auswer to the question,—* Did God command the calls of gratitude,—whom nothing noble can 
impossibilities 7” We answer, No !---We are com- move,—whose sensibility can be awakened only 
manded to believe in Christ. To believe we are in| by the lash, and who would outrage all the laws 
Christ reconciled unto God. And, that “ Christ of|of his God, did not the torments of hell, and 
God, is made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sancti-|the rod of the devil restrain him,—Is HE the 
fication and redemption.” And we are further com- |pecture,——te he the sample of your. WHITE 
manded when we glory, to glory in the Lerd!|SONS? “If” so, hell is not blacker than his light- 
Christ is our righteousness ; and the righteousness | ¢st shade.—Nor its perjured King less grateful, than 
of Christ is holy! Relative to “ Paul’s being a good | this lis trembling, but loyal subject ? But “1f,” &e. 
and bad being, Xe.” Paul said he was the chief of! oot believing, Se. What then, Philotheus ? Why 
sinners. And Christ said, * There is none good but! every nian would shun death as the most horrible 
one, and that is God!” In answer to the last ioterro- | thing in nature ; and with good reason, if misery a- 
gatory in this fourth paragraph, we observe,---that| waited them. We however appeal, to even the con- 
the obedience of Christ, which he in our stead ren-| science of Philotheus, for the truth of our declara- 
dered to the law of God, is ours, here, aod heve-! tion, that his own statement, that under such eir- 
after. lcumstauces, “ To murder would be good.” is 

Philotheus’ fifth paragraph commences with the; FALSE! Philotheus will answer to his God for 
following quotation,—* Obedience is said to be bet-/ this. We neither are, nor want to be his judge. 
ter than sacrifice.” We ask Philotheus if he believes, Philotheus says, he “ was surprised, and wondered 
this to be truth? And if he does, whether it would} to see the Editor, try to prove John a blasphemer,” 
not be better, for all men to be made obedient, than| &e., and refers to our 59th page, Sd column. We 
to be sacrificed in hell for ever, without end? And |are surprised, and sorry for our correspondent’s 
whether an Almighty Being has not power,—and an | sake, that he should pervert our declaration. John 
infinitely wise Beg wisdom,---and an infinitely | declares, “ that no murderer hath eternal life abi- 
good Being goodness,----sullicient to effect that|}ding IN him; and John likewise declares, that the 
which is better or best? And we suggest to Philo-| word of God is, that “we have eternal life in his 
theus the propriety of deciding, whether a candid|Son.” We again ask, “Is it not blaspheming the 
honest answer, is not better than evasion and equiv-|Holy Spirit to deny this?” What! Ans. That the 
ocalion,—aud if so, whether he had not better an- | murderer hath eterna! life in the Son of God. If 
sWer our interrogations than to evade them! We ask | this is not truth, how can a murderer ever be saved 2 
him, whether he does not “ expect the wrath of] Nay more, low can the prophet David be saved ? 
God, for not obeying the Gospel?” And whether it} Was vot be a murderer? Philotheus declares,— 














is obeying the Gospel, to deny the salvation of God, |that the word we, does not refer to the world, &e. 


white sons? and if so, were they not made white | and contend for the good works of the creature?) We ask, did Christ die for we, or for the world? 
1800 years ago? )* being dead in your sins, and! And whether this conduct is “ trusting in the Lord,|Is Philotheus vain enough to suppose, that his de- 


the uncireumcision of your flesh, HATH he quicken- 
ed together with him,” (with whom, we ask ? with 


“forgiven you all trespasses !” 


|and doing good ?” The 18th chap. of Ezekiel, is a | claration is of greater validity than the Oath of 
} 
Christ, and when was Christ quickened ? was it| subject is continued to the 19th chap. 
not 1800 years ago ?) “ having” (in the past tense) | duced into the 20th ehap.at the 4th verse. From the | cerely. 
If mau was not) 46th to the 44th verses inclusive, of this chapter, 


justification of God’s dealing with the Jews. The 
It is intro 


Jehovah, the declaration of all God's Prophets; of 
Christ, and all his Apostles? If so, we pity him sin- 
Philotheus refers to our 62d page, where 
we observed, that “there is no medium between 


circumeised, baptized, buried, quickened and raised,| the purpose of God is made known; and it is mer-| good and evil.” Christ is our authority, who says, 


in, and with Christ, 1600 years ago, there is no! cy and not sacrifice. 

~ « . ) gs 2 e “. “ ee . ° 
meaning in language,—and Paul cautions us, to be-| Spirit mean, if the Spit of God is spoken of, or in- 
ware, of what te us appears to be the doctrine of| tended, the work of God, not man. 
Philotheus; for Philotheus denies Paul in toto! by Philotheus, the motive which James had, when |¢th not with me, seattereth abroad ” 


We believe that fruits of the |“ A good tree cannot bring forth corrupt fruit; 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 
No man can serve two masters. Me that gather- 


The remarks 


We are asked 


And Paul tells us what we must believe, and there) he said, “ As the body without the spirit is dead ;| which Philotheus has made upon, and we presume 


can only be trath and error, and whatever is con-|so faith without works is dead alse 7” 


trary to the truth which Paul spoke, is “ vain de- 
ceit, &e” Philotheus has, in our opinion, evaded 
the truth long enough. + [n our 10th and 11th Num- 
bers, we explained and answered his interrogato 
ries, and he persist- in denying our premises, with- 
out producing ONE testimony from the Seriptures 
to support him. Our duly to our subscribers, and to 
ihe cause of truth, well not permit us patiently to see 
the Scriptures trifed with any longer! If Philo- 
theus believed the Scriptures to be a revelation from 
God, we think we have given him sufficient evi- 
cence from them to convince him, if there is any 

ven thing. We, therefore, expect him, either to 
arkyuwledge that he believes the Seriptures to be 
truth, and eatitled to credit, or to confess bis infi- 
delity, down with his false colours,—and prove to 
the world, that he is an honest and courageous man ! 
Let Philotheus stand up like a man, aod answer our 
questions. How could we have sinned and fallen 
in Adam, and all this before we existed ? Philothe- 


us asks, how could we be baptized, crucified, dead, | 


born again, and raised with Jesus Christ, before we 
existed ? Yet this appears to be the Editor's ere- 
dence. And if so,—adds Philotheus,---the bap- 
tism, the cross, new birth, &c. need no repetition.” 
We demand of him, are they not so? Answer us, 
Equivoecate no longer? Either acknowledge your 
belief, your ignorance, or your infidelity ! 
Philotheus in his fourth paragraph, introduces a 
2d quere, and refers us to three passages, &e. 
We ask Philotheus, whether God. who is a holy be- 
ing, would command his creatures to be unholy ? 
We ask Philotheus, if the 5th chap. Matthew, from 


| 


> It is our|to controvert, or ridicule our, or more properly, the 


opinion, that the apostle’s motive, was to reprove declaration of Christ, we shall not now notice any 
those, whose fuith in Christ is merely acknow-| further, than to observe, that Philotheus had better 
ledging his person, and denying his works of salva-|read his Bible. 
tion! ‘This is a dead faith. It has no hfe, except) Philotheus’ seventh paragraph, numbered 6, &e. 
the false hopes which proceed from the creature’s|is another string of declarations, without proof. 
righteousness,—* filthy rags !” “If,” says Philotheus, implies condition. We will 
The sixth paragraph of Plilotheus, containing his|take it for granted this is the case, at least, so far as 
ith cluster of queries, is so highly seasoned with|regards our correspondent. And “ If” none but 
“ If’s.” that we think it more than probable, that) holy and good men are in Cliist, “ we ask Philo- 
“ff,” Philotheus had faith enough to believe any | theus to point out the way in which one of the hu- 
thing certain, and had courage sufficient to have| man race can be saved ? The prophet and apostle 
ventured it without sending i under guard, we! declared,” there is none good, no, not one!” And 
should have taken if into particular consideration. | Clirist deelared, “ There is none good but one, and 
The seventh paragraph, numbered 5, &c. is as|thatis God!” And the Apostle James declared, 
remarkable for abounding with declarations, as for!“ in many things we offend all!” And John declar- 
being destitute of proof. Philotheus commences as | ed, “ If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
usual, “1F” so, and so, &c. The reader is request-|and the truth is not in us!” Now for the © 1f”— 
ed to look at this paragraph, and save us the trouble |“ If" Philotheus is right, the Scriptures are wrong ! 
of transcribing it. And as Philotheus has taken,“ If” Philotheus is good and holy, Christ is not bis 
what he perhaps might call reason as the criterion | Saviour! For “* Christ came, not to call the righteous 
to judge the question, instead of the Scriptures, we | Wit sinners to repentance ! God is in Christ, reeon- 
shall take what we call reason and judge likewise. | ciling the world unto himself, not imputing their 
Philotheus says, “ If,’ &c.—then it follows, that all trespasses unto them” It would be absurd to talk 
‘are saved, &c., and death is the door, &e. If jiis| of the trespasses of good, holy men! “ Christ came 
premises are true, reverse the cause, and the effict|to seek and save that which was lost ;’ and good 
will of necessity be reversed. Therefore, “If” holy men cannot be these. “ Christ died for the 
Christ did not “save all men, completely, with an| ungodly ;” and “If” for the ungodly, the good 
everlasting salvation about 1800 years ago,” then| and holy have no part nor lot in the matter. The 
it follows,—that none are saved from their sins,—! Scriptures declare, that we are “ created anew in 
and that death is the door to eternal, immediate, and | Christ,” “If” the good and holy are created anew; 
aionian MISERY! Philotheus says, in such a case,| what will they be in their new creation ? If crea 
(Christ being the Saviour of all men) “ [f” all, or| tion implies alteration, they must be altered into 





| 





\any man fully believed this doctrine, I ask, what! bad and unholy ; and if they are already good. 
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where is the necessity of making them youd ? The | subject, if you will candidly give my communica-| 


something more than.questioning, if man can say, 


Scriptures teach, that wicked unhuly men are crea- tions an insertion, and I will promise not to be|himself. And to any; that salvation is conditional, 
ted anew in Christ, aud in him are holy, as we very lengthy, but to adapt my communications to|and that man can do nothing towards his salvation 
have proved in our former answers to Philotheus. the limits of your paper. But befere I proceed to| involves the strange absurdity, of a cause which ea, 


Our correspondents concluding paragraph is like controvert this subject, it becomes necessary to} 
the rest, declaration without proof. Philotheus again clear way the rubbish that will impede us in this 


declares, ‘I find conditions all through the Serij» , engagement. There is an obstacle which presents 
tures, of holy inspiration.” And we again challenge itself, and unless it is removed, there cannot be any 
him to produce one! Our last answer to him, in our fair understanding. l mean the doctrine of original 
60th page, will inform him of his obligation ; and sin,—which if [ am not mistaken, you adhere unto ; 
we had much rather he would perform, than pro-|and this difficulty must first be removed. Please to 
mise; aud our readers, we believe, would be better inform me in your next, what are your sentiments 
satisfied with proof, than declarations, especially of| respecting the doctrine of original sin; and give me 
the kind which Philotheus has so long, and to so lit-| your reasons, or inlorm, whether you will receive 
tle purpose, troubled them with. ‘and publish mine—and I will attend thereunto as 
Note.—We request Philotheus to turn to our 9th} soon as practicable, and acknowledge the moment 
Number, 34th page, at the eonclusion of his first| that I am convinced, if it is possible that Lam mis- 
paragraph, and he will see his objection as he firstjtaken. For 1 do sincerely believe, first,—that we 
introduced it. In 10th Number, 37th page, third have lost nothing by Adam’s transgression. Second, 
columa, he will find evidence,“ Hoe est argumen- that Adam and all his posterity were created, and 
tum ad hominem,” with a witness, to prove him born under the necessity of a Saviour, to regenerate 
wrong ! Philotheus is informed, that the Scriptures, them out of the image of Adam, or earthly nature, 
teach the doctrine,that “Christ was delivered for our| into the image of God, the Divine nature. And the 
offences, and rose again for our justification. There-| Saviour is the seed, by which generated Adam is 
fore, being justified, ke.” Hoc est argumentum, regenerated. And this seed was offered unto Adam 
&e. comes in with a good grace here. Andif man-|and all his posterity, to receive, or reject at plea- 
kind are never saved, or justified, until they are ho-! sure. Dean. 
ly in themselves, and without sin, they are never REMARKS. 
saved in their flesh; or in Philotheus’ phraseology,; Although we are determined to oppose error, 
if they are saved, they are holy,---mankind are not whenever, and wherever, we find it, still we cannot 
holy,---ergo, ane are not saved,---now say, help noticing the candour of Friend Dean, who, 
** Hoe est,” &e. Philotheus is more than weleome although in our own opinion cherishing a gross 
to his conclusions ; and we believe, he is by this error, appears to be so hearty in approving our en- 
time satisfied, that we do not corel his premises. | deavours to establish the truth, that we have a little 
a a more than common hopes of his acknowledging 
To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. “his own aberrations from the plain tenor of the 
. ; ; Scriptures as relates to doctrine; and that he will, 
Sin,—In perusing your periodical publication, 1 without much reluctan¢e, throw them into the com- 
have widnessed that pleasing sensation that clothes) mon heap, and let them all be scouted together. 
the mind of man, when he discovers a stranger step- Wishing to have an auxiliary of se much eandour 
ping forth into the midst of the populace, and oppos-! and zeal, and at the same time to avoid as much as 
ing with spirited zeal, those public opinions, which possible a lengthy and unprofitable war of wards, 
he had long warred against in secret, without either we suggest to him the propriety and expediency, of 
strength or means to declaim in a public manner. | immediately producing his evidences in faveur of his 
Such has been my feelings, while viewing your) supposed correct understanding of the Scriptures; 
arguments against that blasphemous doctrine of| for we assure him, that we have no disposition to 


eternal, endless misery ; a doctrine, invented by the 


heathen world, and handed down by the queen of} which is « 


‘obtain = A advantage, other, than that superiority 
ue to eternal truth, and which.of necessity, 


popery through a line of succeeding generations of) js in some measure the prerogative of all who are 


the most uncharitable dispositions, to the baneful| 


antichristian ministers of this age ; who have affix- 
ed upon themselves the indelible stamp of the mark 
of the beast, by opening their mouths in blasphe- 
mies against God, his tabernacle, and them that 
dwell therein, by pronouncing, contrary to the 
plain testimony of sacred writ, this horrible doc- 
trine of eternal misery, as consistent with the attri- 
butes of the Divine Merey. And never was this 
Scripture more perfectly verified, “ The wicked dig 
a pit and fall therein,” than it is in that part of the 
community who generally have recourse to this text 
to prove their doctrine, “ It is more profitable for 
thee to enter into life maimed, than to have two 
hands, or two feet, to be cast into the fire that never 
is to be quenched, where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched.” This, say they, proves 
our doctrine of endless misery; and if it does, they 
will undoubtedly fall in the pit according to the 
text,---* Forevery one shall be salted with fire, and 
every sacrifice with salt.” I rejoice to see this doc- 
trine opposed in your publication; and although 
your ideas and mine might not exactly agree re- 
specting hell, and the sufferings of the wicked, yet I 
could willingly assist you in defending the Divine 
character, by uniting my endeavours to remove this 
—s: or self-conceived doctrine of unlimited 
torture from the minds of our fellow men. But 
while [ was gratified in examining your arguments 
against this blasphemous doctrine, | was shocked. 
and my pleasure was greatly embittered, when | 
discovered, that the doctrine of conditional salva- 
tion is denied by you. In this Ido not agree with 
you, and have long waited with anxiety fora reply 
from some individual against this doctrine ; which, 
fo me, appears very dangerous. But as none have 
yet appeared that has been satisfactory to me, I am 
willing to enter into controversy with you on this 


engaged in its defence, and who fight under its ban- 
ners. We acknowledge, that this is a boon worth 
contending for. And we think Solomon was in the 
very meridian of his wisdom, and vigour of intellect, 
when he advised us “ To buy the truth, and sell it 
not.” To get wisdom, and with all our gettings, 
to get understanding.” We are very sorry to hear 
our correspondent express himself to be shocked at 
our belief of unconditional salvation. It sometimes 
occurs, that men are too proud, to receive gifts from 
heir fellow men; but in this case, the exalted 
dignity of the Almighty Donor should, we think, 
remove, even from the minds of the most captious, 
every idea of obligation incurred unnecessarily ; 
especially, when it is considered, that we already 
owe every thing to God, and the gift is of a nature 
which makes its acceptance deubly necessary, as we 
cannot do without the blessing offered, and cannot 
obtain it ourselves. And when it is considered, that 
salvation is thronghout the Sriptures mentioned as a 
gift, and that general expressions convey the 
same idea, such as “ Every good and perfect gift 
cometh from above,” &e. That, “in God we live, 
move, and bave our being, and in him are all our 
ways.” And, “The Lord is good to all, and his 
tender mercies are over all his works; and the de- 
claration, “ Who hath first given to him, and it shall 
be recompensed to him again; for of him, and toe 
him, and through him, are all things; to whom be 
glory for ever. Amen!” Surely it is unseriptoral 
to talk of paying God; of complying with condi 

tions. And reason is opposed to the very idea of 
paying for a gift. What! [sagift conditional? If 
so, in what does it differ from a bargain between 
Gripus and his neighbour? The very idea of a con- 
ditional salvation, of necessity presupposes all fu- 
ture, and all uncertain. And the declaration, “| Am 
God, and beside me there is no Saviour ;” admits of 








produce no effect, or of an effect witheut a pro 

ducing cause. And to say, that salvation is cond; 

tional, and that man can do something, and ean say, 
save himself, or help save himself, is giving the glory. 
or taking the glory of salvation from Ged, and gin 

ing, Or assigning it to man. Aud to say, that salya 

tion is conditional, and that the condition on the ps) 

of man, does not contribute in the least towards jig 
salvation, isto declare, in the mest unqualified map 

ver, that salvation is vol conditional. These euy. 
clusions, we believe, cannot be aveided To say 
that God would sacrifice, or permit the devil & 
sacrifice millions of his creatures to an etiquett, 

which would disgrace a petty prince of a Germa 
electorate, is, if not blasphemous, at least too coy 
temptible to merit a serious refutation ! 

Our correspondent says, “* Tam willing to ente; 
into controversy With you upon this subject, uncon 
ditional salvation, if you will candidly give my 
communications 2n insertien,” &c. We assure him 
that his communications shall be published wit), 
eandour, and if it is not presuming too much, an 
swered with effect. 

Relative to clearing away the rubbish, we promis: 
him we shall do our best as soon as we have ay 
opportunity. And the rubbish we allude to, is the 
strange effects of original sin, exemplified in th: 
heterogeneous notions and opinions which are 
abroad in the world ; and which, if they are not the 
beast mentioned in the Revelations, have,at least, as 
many heads and horne. 

Our opinion relative to what is called original sin, 
is expressed in few words. We understand the 
word original, as used in this question, to mean the 

rst sin or evil, which must be considered to be the 
contrast of good, which existed in the human family: 
and the question, whether this sin originated in the 
human family,once settled, would, we think, produce 
the “ fair understanding” which our correspondent 
so properly wishes. The Scriptures inform us, that 
God made man upright, in the imege of God, and 
that God pronounced him very good. We consider 
this eonclusive against the hypothesis, that sin 
originaled in man. For the Scriptures declare, that 
“A good tree cannot bring forth corrupt, or evil 
fruit.” The Scriptures likewise deelare, (hat “ God 
is good, and that with him there is no variablene:s 
ner shadow of turning.” Sin, therefore, did not 
proceed from Gdd.. The Seriptures declare, that 
the “ devilis the father of lies.” Consequently, the 
original sinner, progenitor, and author of sin, or 
moral evil. 

Our correspondent’s declgration, “That Adam, 
and all his posterity were created, and born under 
the necessity of a Saviour, to regenerate them out 
of the image of Adam, or earthly nature, into the 
image of God, &c., and the Saviour’s being the seed 
by which generated Adam is regenerated, &e.—in- 
volves questions, and contradicts testimony, which, 
we think, will seriously trouble Friend Dean to get 
along with. Weare afraid, that he has not counted 
the cost,—and as he says he will acknowledge the 
moment he is convinced, we are not without our 
hopes of hearing him preach a better doctrine. We 
hope Friend Dean wili excuse us, when we say, that 
we expect the Scripiures are to be the umpire in 
this business. We, however, are willing to admit 
uny book in evidence that is of greater antiquity and 
better recommended than the Bible. And further, 
if testimony can be produced from any man, better 
acquainted, and under greater advantages to obtain 
information,than the prophets and apostles of Christ, 
who received advice from the Saviour himself, we 
are willing to admit him, &e In fine, every man 
who can raise the dead, cure the palsy in a moment 
by speaking,shall be admitted as witnesses,and have 
a candid and patient hearing. But, every pretender, 
every one who has nothing but his own declaration 
to back him, shall be turned out of court without 
any ceremony! Having, therefore, accepted thy 
challenge, and chosen our weapons, we only wait 
for thee Friend Dean to come on the ground, and 
then we will commence the combat! 
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Encouraged by the words of Paul, who says, 
- Finally my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and iv 
the power of his might. Put on the whole armour 
.f God, that ye may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
acainst the ruders of the darkness of this world, 
ucainst spiritual wickedness in high places. Where- 
ore, take unte you the whole armour of God, that 


iway be able to withstand in the evil day, and {he will find, that there are nove spoken of as perish- | 


having done all, TO STAND. Stand therefore, 
saving your loins girt about with truth, and having 
on the breast-plete of righteousness ; and your feet 
shod with the GOSPEL OF PEACE; above all 
taking the shield of fuith, wherewith ye shall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 
And take the helmet of SALVATION, and the 
SWORD of the SPIRIT, whieh is the WORD OF 
GOD.” Accoutred in this impenetrable armour, 
WE STAND, and boldly and fearlessly deciare,— 
that ** 2 nations whom God hath made shall come 
ind worship before him, and shall glorify his name : 
and all the ends of the world shall remeimber and 
turn unto God, and all the kindreds of the nations 
shall worship before him ; for God is the Maker of 
all things; the God of the spirits of all flesh Have 
we not all one Father, hath not one God created us ? 
For all things were made by him. and for him ; and 
GOD IS THE SAVIOUR OF ALL MEN.” 
ALL who deny these traths, whether CLERGY- 


MEN, or LAYMEN,---WE DARE THEM TO) 


THE COMBAT! The columns of this paver are at 
their service. We will not, like Goliath of old, curse 
you inthe name of our gods,---we will bless you in 
the name of the “ God of the spirits of all flesh, — 
for he hath commanded us to bless. and curse not. | 
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}we might derive from the ignorance or mistakes oi 
‘others. We, therefore, inform our correspondent 
jthat he is labouring under a mistaken idea of the 
| passage quoted from Luke, 15th chap. acd instead 
jof the Editor, it is Miletum who “ oe misunder 
| stood it altogether.” 


jalludes to the body, but the perishing spoken of in 


jthe Sd verse isthe soul.” If Miletum looks again. 


ling, but those Galileans who ere mentioned in the 
|first verse, and whe are referred to in the 2d and 3d 
verses and those in the 4th verse. on whom. the 
tower in Siloam fell, &e. Consequently, Miletum’s 
premises and deductions arc destroyed by his own 
conclusions. Miletum says, * What TP understand 
by repentance, is, to feel a great sorrow fer sin, and 
torsake it.’ Did not Judas teei a greet sorrow for 
his sin of betraying his Lord aud Master ¢ 


committing it, and declare, LT have betrayed innocent 
blood ? He done even mere than Vy): tum hes stated; 
he confessed his sins. Will this great sorrow save 
sinners? If so, where was the nevessity of any 
other Saviour? Why did Christ die? Is not “ great 
sorrow” another name for salvation, than the name 
Jesus? If so, can itsave? We think not. Miletum 
adds,” It is to forsake false hopes.” Would not a 
hope of saivation founded on great sorrow be false? 
Is it “ great sorrow,” or “ the biood of Jesus, which 
cleausets from all sin?” And are not all hopes 
felse, but the hopes which have for their foundation 
lihe blood of Christ? And if Jesus saves from all sin, 
how can repentance, or great sorrow save? Miletaum 
says, “If we believe that Christ is the Sen of 
God,---believe the Gospel,---and the Gospel is good 


| 
' 





Miletum sexys,“ T grant. that} 
the perishing spoken of in the first and fourth verses, | 


Did he} 
not forsake it, and return the money he received for | 


-1 


as 


, bours Whom they hate, miserable. God he praised, 
these delusions of the devil are bastening with 
rapid strides to oblivion ; and the religion of Christ 


fast spreading throughout the world 

ical 
To the Editor of the Gospel Herald 
| Sir,—In looking over your 16th Number 
f observe some few passages, which need ex 
j planation, at least, if they do not require to 
{be materially corrected. The communication 
jof Haleyon, for example, commences with the 
tollowing sentence ; “ A religious life has g 
nerally been considered by those who are 
called orthodox, to be compounded of alter 
nate scenes of doubt, of gloomy melancholy, 
and the reviving rays of returning hope.”— 
Now, | have read many standard authors, 
styled orthodox, on this very subject, without 
learning that any one of them considered a 
religious life the compound which is here 
described. Indeed, | never suspected that 
any, even of the more ignorant class of pri- 
vate Christians, conceived such an idea of it, 
until the above statement met my eye. Ii 
Halcyon can substantiate this statement, the 
public are certainly entitled to the proof. If 
he cannot, | submit il to himself, whether a 
strict regard to candour, and the spirit of 
Christian charity, would not urge bim (o cor- 
rect it. 


Our breast-plate is the Redeemer’s righteousness, wot | aew s,---and the good news ts, if we repent, HE will 
our own: faith in God’s promises, is our shiefd,---and| save us.” Js it possible that Miletum does not see 
our feet is shod with the gospel of peace,---our hel-) the gross iaconsistency and contradiction, which be 
met is not DAMNATION,---but SALVATION ;|has uttered? If we believe, our believing will save 


and our SWORD,---the Omnirorent worp or) Us,---becavse, he, Christ, will save us! We ask, if it! duce confidence, e 


Gop!!! Come on then,---and we will give your 
errors to the adversary, to whom they bclong,---de- 
stroy your enmity. and make you friends, and all 
rally round the standard of the TRIUMPHANT 
SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD! 


—~-— 
To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 


Six,—It is not my intention to write for contro- 
-ersy, but for the establishment of trath. I think, 
Sir, that you misunderstand this passage altogether. 
Luke, 13th chap. 2d and 3d verses. The Editor 
says, our correspoudeut must prove that the perish- 
ing here spoken of, is the perishing of the soul. I 
rant, that the perishing spoken of in the Ist and 4th 
verses.alludes to the body ; but, the perishing spoken 
of in the 3d verse, is the soul, and not the body 
Now, it cannot mean, if we do not repent, we shall 
ve crushed to pieces in a building ; for haw many 
vood men have lost their lives in a building ? What 
is the difference, whether we die, by a building 
falling on us, or die in the best bed which the world 
can afford, if the soul is saved at last? What I un- 
derstand by repentance, is, to feel a great sorrow for 
sin, and forsake it. It is to turn from false hopes. 
The Editor again says, that in Mark, 16th chap. 
16th verse, our correspondent “ if he had examined 
our remarks on Philotheus, would have seen, that 
he is bound to tell, what it is that we are to believe, 
the belief of which will save us.” Why, believe 
that Christ is the Son of God,---believe the Gospel, 
and the Gospel is good news,---and the good news 
is, if we repent, he will save us; beeause Jesus is 
the Saviour of the world; and he will save all that 
come to him, and no more. Believe this, from the 


heart, and we shall be saved from eternal death. | 


Again, the Editor says, in Matthew, 7th chap. 7th 
verse, * Our correspondent ought to recollect, that 
he is bound to tell what it is we are to ask for, &c.” 
W hy, ask God to pardon our sins, for Christ’s sake 
Knock at the door of grace ; seek God, &e. 
Mitercum. 
REMARKS. 


jis Christ who saves us, how can our believing do it? 
| And if itis our faith or belief, how can it be Christ * 

Did not Christ save the world by the offering of 
| himself, ond the gathering unto himself on the eross 
fall mankind? And if this is true, are we not saved, 
| before we believe? And are we not called upon to 
| believe the truth, that Christ has already saved us? 


‘ ¢ ° . 
Or does Christ become our Saviour, when we be- 


|lieve that he is our Saviour? If this is the case, and 
we are not saved by Christ, until we believe, what 
truth is there in the declaration of Paul to the Co- 
lessians, “ And having, (not will have, if you will be- 
lieve,) made peace through the blood of his cross, 
by him (not by our believing) to reconcile all things 
unto himself, by him, I say, whether things on earth, 
or things in heaven.” Miletum says,“ We noust ask 
God to pardon our sins for Christ’s sake.” If God 
pardons our sins for Christ’s sake, he will pardon 
them without our asking, otherwise it would be, not 
for Christ’s sake, but because we asked him! Mile- 
tum says, “ we must knock at the door of grace.” 
Christ says “‘ he is the door,” &e. We ask, is Christ 
the door which Miletum means? If so, he is in- 
formed, that knocking at the door of great sorrow, 


or faith of the creature, is not knocking at the door 


the world.” We ask him, how Jesus can be the 
Saviour of the world, if the world is not saved by him? 


you would comply with certain conditions, and you 
either did not, or could not, no matter which, and 
you fell and were crushed te death, could that man 
say, in truth, that he saved you? No! The very 
idea of such a thing is absurd beyond descripticn 
|Christ declared, that he came to save the world. 
_And he deelared, that he finished the work he came 
ito do. Therefore, the world is saved. And al! 
hopes of salvation, except by the cross of Christ. 
are false. 4f mankind were the disciples of Christ. 
and loved one another, they would be willing that 
all should be saved. But they are not his disciples. 





Our motive is, or ougit to be, the detection of| They are the disciples of Calvin, Luther, 4 rn: sius, 


error, and establishment of truth. And we have no 
disposition to avail ourselves of any advantage that 


Hopkins. &e , and hate one another; and believe, 
‘that Christ will save them, and make their neigli- 


or knocking at the door of repentance, or the belief 


If you were standing on the brink of a precipice.’ 
and a man were to tell you he would save you, if| 


Under the head of the doctrine of ‘* The 
unpardonable sin, examined and confuted, 
the following passage occurs :—* Shall every 
principle which has any foundation to pro 
very sentiment which can 
jinspire charity, and that faith, which alone can 
create love, and that doctrine which can make 
jthat love universal in its operation; shall all 
these be sacrificed at the shrine of a demon. 
whose temple is ingulphed in an ocean of 
blood, the oblations of his worshippers / 
Whose justice is cruelty, and whose mercy is 
favouritism / Who is approached with fear 
loved without affection, and served from ne 
cessity; who rewards without merit, and damp 
without crime ? Whose reign is terror, whose 
frown is destruction, and whose displeasure is 
damnation and misery ?’’ Horrible! most hoi 
rible! I will be the first to trample on the 
authority of such a God, if I do not cast the 
first stone at his apologists and worshippers. 
But, in sober troth, whither shall 1 ¢o to find 
the more than half crazed devotees who make 
this fearful sacrifice? I have been for many 
years familiarly conversant with Catholics. 
Episcopalians ,Presby terians, Methodists, Kap- 
tists, Unitarians and Trinitarians. New-lights 





of Christ! Miletum savs,“ Jesus is the Saviour of and Old-lights, Calvinists and anticalvinists, 


those who advocate the Universal doctrine, 
and those who «discard it; but the man who 
makes the sacrifice, or worships the vod above 
described, | have not found. 
a certain Juggernaut in Hindostan, who is a 
very ugly and cruel god ; but even he, with 
his blood-stained mouth, and the bones of his 
worshippers whitening around his te mnple, 
and their mangled corpses clogging the wheels 
of his ponderous car, does not come up to this 
description, I, therefore, place this among 
the few passages which need a comment from 
the writer. Withont such explanation I find 
myself at a loss (o divine, to what class of re- 
gionists or race of rational creatures it can be 
applied. A few sevtences after this passage 
it is asked, “* And it God commands his crea 
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tures to forgive their enemies, because it is 
good, will not God do good likewise, and for- 
give his enemies? Keader, would it not be 
blasphemous to answer this in the negative ’” 

Every reader of this miscellany is, | appre- 
hend, prepared to admit, and strenuously af- 
firm, that God will do good, and only what is 
good; that there is also forgiveness with him 
even for the most criminal offender. But from 
the tenor of his remarks, the writer appears 
to assume it as a self-evident principle, that 
the circumstance of God's requiring men to 
forgive their private enemies, cannot well con- 
sist with his withholding forgiveness from the 
public enemies of his character and moral go- 
vernment; that is, he cannot, as the universal 
Ruler and Judge, punish his offending subjects 
and disturbers of the public peace, with more 
propriety, and more consistently with the dic- 
tates of benevolence, than they can individual- 
ly revenge themselves on each other. “But 
who does not perceive that the authority with 
which the Prince, and especially the Almighty 
King, is clothed, may allow and require him 
to exhibit, on some occasions, a righteous se- 
verity, and inflict a punishment, from which 
the private feelings of his rational subjects 
here would recoil? Is it not matter of fact, 
that Jehovah has exercised this severity, on 
more than one occasion? Show me the indi- 
vidual who would not blush to avow the de- 
sire of drowning his enemies indiscriminately ? 


But the righteous Jehovah brought a flood of ject is too disgusting to dwell on;—we could 


waters upon the sinners of the old world. The 
hardest human heart is melted at the sight of a 


generous animal suffering death by torture, or 
struggling in agony against the fury of devour- 


ing fame. What, then, would be our emo- 


tions, were we but to witness the scene ofa 


populous city, with its inhabitants, of every 
character and age, wrapt in one conflagration. 
Yet Jehovah actually overwhelmed the cities 
of the plain with a deluge of fire. It cannot 
be necessary to remind the writer of the de- 
struction of Korah and his company, the very 
sight of which affected the spectators with in- 
describable horror! No person of common 


humanity would be willing to inflict so ferrible| the class of religionists, to whom this unnatu- 


a destruction on his most inveterate foe! And 


it will be recollected, that these are examples | 


of punishment, which cou/d not have been in- 
tended to reform, because they actually destroy- 
ed the suflerers. They are, moreover, lett 
on record, as instances of the Divine indigna- 
tion against sin,—an indignation which spent 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


‘common sense ;—a principle which is, never- 
theless, often resorted to by a certain class of 
reasoners, and urged with no common assu- 
rance. The cause of truth has little need of 
such supports,—and tt is in vain that they are 
used to prop up the falling ruins of error. 
Mixross. 
ANSWER. 

Halcyon * is of age; he will speak for him- 
self.” For ourselves, we are happy in having 
opportunity to answer before the public, re- 
specting all the things whereof we are accus- 
ed by .Wikross this day. And first, we shall 
testify to Mikross. that our description of a 
demon existing in the imaginations of thou- 
sands, was no hyperbole. We have ourselves 
heard, and it was not told by another, of a God, 
who, almighty in power, would exert that 
power to torture, wiih inconceivable and hor 
rid sufferings, nine-tenths of the human race. 
That his anser, roused with fury, should 
raise his voice to speak in thunders, burst the 
tombs, and wake to agony the sleeping dead, 
whose scattered dust should reunite in their 
old image of corruption, sin, and death;—and 
that instead of blood, aud the juices which 
once flowed through their arteries, veins, and 
pores,—liquid fire and brimstone should circu- 
late to all eternity! And God would unite and 
bend the whole force of his infinite power to 
torment them with devils for ever! And this 
was his purpose in their creation. This sub- 





answer for every particular.—One more re- 
imark, and we have done. Can that man love 
with affeetion, who has declared, * that he 
believes a number of his children will be 
damned in a hell of fire and brimstone for 
ever; and that the sight and knowledge of their 
torments will increase his happiness in hea- 
ven?” This is no fable. We have seen the 
abominable wretch who disgraced his whole 
species by this inexpressibly accursed decla- 
jration. It is our firm belief, that if the devil 
/himself could have a legitimate offspring, he 
would regard that offspring with feelings Jess 
cruel than these! We inform Mikross, that 





ral wretch belonged, was the Hopkinsian ! 

Mikross’ next animadversion on our answer 
to Cicilia, would, we think, have looked better 
lif he had only prodaced so much as one evi- 
‘dence from the scriptures, relative to God's 








conduct, he says, “ No person of common hy. 
manity would be willing to inflict so terrible a 
destruction on his most inveterate foe!” We 
believe the troops of Korah did not suffer so 
much, by being instantaneously crushed in the 
closing earth, as many people suffer in the 
course of 24 hours with the tooth-ache! The 
scriptures inform us, ** That the Lord is good 
to all, and his tender mercies are over all his 
works.’ If this is true, the tender mercies of 
the Lord, according to Mikross, are what men 
would recoil from. Mikross says, humanity 
does not permit man to take the life of his 
enemy ? What is it, then, which permits the 
millions of men to wage war and murder one 
another? Is every man who shoulders his 
musket destitute of humanity ? Or is the huma- 
nity of men who kill their enemies, and this is 
done by individuals, and nations of individuals, 
—is their humanity so tender, their mercy so 
good, and their benevolence so great, that ** they 
recoil,’ or start back with horror! at the 
sight of the conduct of that Being, who ‘ rend- 
ed the heavens, and came down,’ died for his 
enemies, and prayed for blessings on the heads 
of those, by whose hands he was slain? A man 
might, by viewing a surgical operation, be al- 
fected to that degree, that he would faint, and 
lose his consciousness for the time being. And 
did any man view a surgeon amputating the 
arm or leg of a man, and see the man fed, and 
unable to stir,—and were he unacquainted 
with the benefit to result to the sufferer by the 
amputation, he no doubt would express himself 
in terms as unjustifiable of the surgeon, as 
Mikross has done of the Almighty Physician, 
‘who indhe mulittude of his mercies will have 
compassion, for he doth not afflict willingly, vor 
grieve the children of men.” 

The distinction which Mikross has made, of 
** public and private enemies,’ Xc., is,in our 
Opinion, as respects God in his dealings with 
his creatures, not susceptible of any thing like 
argument. There is an old orthodox saying, 
which has been for a great number of years 
sanctioned by almost every thing but the 
scriptures and common sense,—that ‘* God 
punishes the sins of nations in this world, and 
of individuals in a future state,” &c. Now 
this is, on the whole, an enormous absurdity ; 
for it supposes, first—that nations and indi- 
viduals have no more relation, than our laws 
make in the crimes of arson and stealing chick- 





character, as Father, and King, or Governor, 
jin support of his declarations. 


ens. —Second—that notwithstanding sin is infi- 


We, however, | nite, and deserves an infinite punishment, the 


itself, not on Satan, the tempter to all iniquity, shall recur to the scriptures, for evidence of} infinite sins of millions are passed over with 


but on men, the guilty actors. 
Shall we then infer, from these examples, 


that the righteous Lord of all, possessed less of 


benevolence than sinful men, whose humanity 
does not permit them to take the lives of their 
enemies in any form?! God forbid. The only 


ithe truth and propriety of our declaration. 
; . . - . 

‘Previously to doing this, we shall examine, 
'whether our declaration will not, as Mikross 
lsays, ‘* agree in its application, either to fact, 
or un sense.” We acknowledge, tl 

;Or common = sense. e acknowledge, that 
'** we have often resorted te it in support of 





the trifling chastisement of a few moments,— 
and the infinite sins of one man, or an indi- 
vidual, is punished with something more than 
a few hundred thousand millions of millions of 
ages of misery;-—and when this is backed with 
the declarations, ** That God has an infinite 


Jegitimate conclusion is, that we are not war-|truth;” and we, in so doing, only follow the! aversion to sin, and is no respecter of persons, 
ranted in inferring from our humanity and be-!example of Christ, who, in the 5th chapter of] but will reward every man according to his 


nevolence, as fellow beings and private indi- 
viduals, or our natural affections, as relatives 
and parents, what other men may properly do, 
as public magistrates and guardians of a na- 
tion’s liberties; much less what the moral Go- 
vernor and Judce of the universe may, as the 
alone Guardian of his own rights and those of 
his creatures. It will be perceived, that I do 
not, by these remarks, impugn the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation. I merely expose the 
baseless structure of a principle, which does 


Matthew, 43d verse to the end of the chap- 
ter, makes use of this rule of reasoning. 
Here is one fact, at least, which our declara- 
tion is not inconsistent with, whatever it may 
be with common sense. How many kinds of 
justice, or mercy, or goodness, does common 
sense teach us there is in the world? Mikross 
teaches that there are two kinds,—and his ar- 
rangément involves the strange conclusion, 
that God's justice, and goodness too, are of a 
kind, which, according to Mikross, would dis- 





not, in its application, agree either to fact or grace a man to imitate ;—for, alluding to God's 





works,” &c., we think there is no doubt but 
it appears infinitely reasonable and just to some 


of vur divine doctors ! 
(To be concluded next week.) 
—>. — 
. To Correspondents. 

J. B. Relly, and aa Impartialist are received, and shalt 
appear in our next 

Those of our correspondents who are in the habit of 
writing a great deal on a liltle paper, are informed, that 
by proportioning their paper to their matter, they will 
confer a favour on the Editor and printer, &c 
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